A study of bleeding time in 120 long-term aspirin trial patients.
The bleeding time was measured in 120 patients participating in a longterm randomised double-blind trial of aspirin in thromboembolic prophylaxis (UK-TIA aspirin Study). In 70 patients taking aspirin 300 mg or 1,200 mg daily for a mean duration of 35 months the bleeding time averaged 228 seconds. In comparison with 30 patients randomised to placebo and not taking aspirin whose bleeding time averaged 217 seconds, there was no significant difference. Stratification of bleeding time estimation by duration of treatment suggested no significant trend in either placebo or aspirin groups over several years. These results suggest that the longterm trials of aspirin should be looked at again from the point of view of efficacy of treatment by time from randomisation.